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Introduction.

b: bass part; D.C.: Da Capo indication; m: measure; vla: viola part; vn1/2: first/second
violin part; Vo/V1/V2/V3/V4/Vu: original/first/second/third/fourth/last version.

Concerto RV 127

The autograph manuscript of the concerto RV 127 is preserved in the Biblioteca
Nazionale di Torino: I-Tn, Giordano vol. 30, pp. 108-111. In light of some corrections, it is
likely that this is RV 127’s original manuscript. Vivaldi later did some adaptations: he crossed
out several measures in all the movements and added the continuo numbering. An enigmatic
“P” is written under the name of the composer like in the concertos RV 118, 119, 128, 153,
156.

Another source of the concerto is preserved in a collective part-set manuscript of twelve
concertos a 4 by Vivaldi currently preserved in Paris: F-Pc, Ac e* 346, n. 8°. This manuscript
has been copied by Giovanni Battista Vivaldi, the father of the composer. This source contains
the second version of the concerto, and it is likely that Vivaldi revised the concerto on purpose
for this collection.

The last movement of RV 127 could remind the finale of the sonata n.1 by Ignaz Sieber,
apparently published around 1716-17 (by Roger). Ignaz Sieber taught oboe in the Ospedale
della Pieta (where Vivaldi was working) in 1713-1715, and the traverso from 1728-1757.

For graphical, thematic and stylistic reasons, RV 127 is datable to the beginning of the
1720’s.

Olivier Fourés,
Lavapiés, 1/04/2015

"'We would like to thank the Ministero dei Beni e delle Attivita Culturali e del Turismo, Biblioteca Nazionale
Universitaria di Torino for allowing this edition.
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ANTONIO VIVALDI
Concerto a 4
RV 127
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