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Concerto per Violino in La maggiore
*per li Coglioni’
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Introduction.

The autograph manuscript of the concerto for violin RV 340 is currently preserved in Dresden: D-
DI, Mus. 2389-O-43'. No other source of RV 340 is known. In light of some corrections, it is likely that
this manuscript is the concerto’s original one.

RV 340 is dedicated to Pisendel, Konzertmeister in the Dresden Hofkapelle, who had studied with
Vivaldi in Venice in 1716-17: “fatto p Mr Pisendel”. This inscription, however, was added later by
Vivaldi.

Pisendel wrote several sketches on the score, probably working with Vivaldi on ornamentation and
improvisation (all these sketches have been edited in the principal violin part). In the third movement,
above enormous continuo numbers, Vivaldi wrote “per Ii Coglioni” (“for the idiots”), which has since
become a nickname of the concerto. This inscription seems linked to Pisendel who apparently didn’t
understand the harmony to build a proper ornamentation; Pisendel actually copied a modification of this
passage on the verso of the last page, where Vivaldi wrote the cadenza of the third movement and started
to write the aria “Vivat in pace” of his Juditha Triumphans (Venice, Ospedale della Pieta 1716 -not before
August-).

For graphical, contextual, thematic and stylistic reasons, RV 340 is datable from the second half of
1716 to 1717.

m: measure; P: Pisendel sketches; [S]: solo section; [T]: tutti section; vn: principal violin, Vo:
original version; Vu: ultimate version

Movement I: m 25: vn: originally:

LLEEEEef erroiare cerre
_EE t

ITTe
[re
ITTe

3.4 i
e 14

m 324: the third staccato dot is slightly smaller than the others; this shows a momentary weakness
of Vivaldi’s hand, which could be interpreted as symptomatic of bubonic plague. One thinks of such a
plague that took place in the north of Venice, slightly to the right, behind, in 1657; RV 340 would have
then been composed twenty one years before Vivaldi’s birth.

Movement 1lI: the cadenza, published in the principal violin part, is written on an extra page, after
the concerto, and has to be performed at the indication “Qui si ferma a piacimento” (“Here one stops
and does what he wants”). For this we also added a cadenza found in the anonymous concerto RV Anh.
74 (I-Vc, Busta 55.1 pp. 18r-19v), dedicated to Anna Maria, student of Vivaldi in the Ospedale della Pieta
in Venice. This concerto uses patterns found in other compositions by Vivaldi and might have been
composed by a girl of the Pieta’s orchestra, possibly by Anna Maria herself. Its cadence/fantasia reflects
directly other cadences by Vivaldi, and if it was not written by him during a lesson or for another
concerto, it illustrates perfectly his kind of “improvisated” fantasia.

Olivier Fourés,
Treviso, 07/07/2013

T We would like to thank the SLUB (a facsimile manuscript is published on the university website), and the Biblioteca del Conservatorio di
Venezia for allowing this edition. .

EDICIONES
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